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MESSAGE

We look forward to witnessing the benefits that will be gained from this knowledge
product and the workshops that will spring forth from it.

In 2005, the UNDP published a Socia/ Artistry Field Book written by the
Anthropologist Jean Houston, well-known for the potency of her pioneering work in
capacity-building,  We were fortunate indeed that the UP-NCPAG was among the
institutions which accepted the initiative of the Civil Service Commission to appropriate
Social Artistry for “Decentralizing the Millennium Development Goals” and was
represented in the Training Workshop held at the Development Academy of the
Philippines, conducted by Jean Houston and her Team of Facilitators, among them an
actress-poet, an educator who created beautiful concept-maps that were works of art and
a psychologist.

In 2007, when the UP-NCPAG, the Commission on Higher Education (CHED)
and the Good Citizenship Movement (GCM) chose to focus on the process of Social
Artistry in the conduct of the 2nd National Congress on Good Citizenship, UNDP was
eager to see how the congress would run and the effects it would have.

In 2008, responding to requests by 2007 the Congtess participants, the UNDP
partnered with the Congress Secretariat, the Center for Leadership, Citizenship and
Democracy, to implement “ImagiNation: Art of Nation Building - Extension Training

Workshops™ in Davao and Bayawan and partner in Training Workshops in Cebu, Los
Bafios and Manila.

Soon after the Extension Trainings Workshops were implemented, the 2008 Social
Artistry Trainees requested for a Trainers’ Training in 2009. Siningbayan —Training Pilots

2]

with various sectors and The Siningbayan “Marketplace of Ideas™ have been piloted
with members of national government, local government and civil society with the themes

Democracy and Leadership.

This Field Book produced by the UP-NCPAG responds to the requests to further
facilitate the institutionalization of Social Artistry, the way it is now articulated in this
rich tapestry of wisdom by Filipinos engaged in reawakening the Filipinos’ capacity to
overcome poverty and transform corruption.

W’“ = I
/}MMNN 7. FERNANDEZ-MENDO

Commissioner
Philippine Civil Service Commission

! An evolved Knowledge Product that came out of the initiative of Dr. Boyie Buendia to
apply Social Artistry / Siningbayan process to the 4th UNDP Partners Meeting of 2009.




FOREWORD

While the most obvious signs of our national crisis are massive poverty, high

unemployment, and massive immigration, an increasing awareness worldwide of the
need to build the capacity of the mind and spirit as a core and a pillar of development
opens up opportunities for attainable transformation. The Filipino must now “discover
a consciousness that articulates its own economic, political and cultural aspirations,”! and
discover venues for expressing his “goodness and genins as a people.” (Felipe de 1eon,|r., 2nd
National Congress on Good Citizenship Presentor) The crisis we face today as a nation is the
cumulative loss of the fundamental values and beliefs which our forebears adhered to.

We have seen how Leaders of Local Government Units, National Government
Agencies, Civil Society, Non-Government Organizations, People’s Organizations and
Business who make a difference in our people’s well being are known for harnessing their
“initiative, innovativeness and creativity” (Alex Brillantes, National Congress on Good Citienship
Congress Co-Chair) in surpassing the logistical limitations of resources in order to deliver
the services rightfully due every Filipino.

This is “art whose canvas is society” (Tony Meloto, 15t National Congress on Good
Citizenship Keynote Speaker). 1t is the “reawakening of the sleeping manlilikha in each one” (Joey
Ayala, 2nd National Congress on Good Citizenship Resident Social Artist). It manifests in
Patriotism, Integrity and Excellence. This is art that builds society, which we may choose
to call “Social Artistry.”

The Filipinos’ intrinsic Social Artistry needs to be harnessed quickly to stave
off further deterioration of the quality of our citizen’s life amidst persistent poverty and
widespread corruption.

WAYAYA

When UNDP first introduced Social Artistry for Governance Capacity Building
in 2005, UP-NCPAG was among the institutions which responded to their invitation
to participate in the training workshop entitled, “Social Artistry: Decentralizing the

Millennium Development Goals” facilitated by Jean Houston.

As we prepared for the 2nd National Congress on Good Citizenship (NCGC),
convened by the UP-NCPAG, the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) and the
Good Citizenship Movement (GCM) in 2007, we chose Social Artistry to be a principal >
focus of the Congtress.

! Constantino, Renato. Identity & Conscionsness: 'The Philippine Experience, Quezon City: Malaya Books, 1974.
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Entitled, “ImagiNation: Art of Nation Building- Promoting Good Citizenship
Values to Overcome Poverty and Transform Corruption,” the 2nd NCGC featured
plenary talks which elicited imaginings towards a poverty-and corruption- free society,

with a Keynote Presentation by Civil Service Commissioner May Fernandez and break
out workshops in articulating the overcoming of poverty and the transformation of
corruption with poetry (IimNadera), storytelling (Christine Bellen), dance (Steve Villarug),
scene improvisations (PETA), and collaborative textile tapestries (Alma Quinto).

Participants enthusiastically participated throughout the two days of reflection,
creation and practical action planning, Shortly after the 2nd NCGC had been completed,
the Congress Secretariat at the UP-NCPAG Center for Leadership, Citizenship and
Democracy (CLCD) received requests from participants from national government,
local governments, and civil society for further training for their institutions. The CLCD
responded by collaborating with these institutions to implement “ImagiNation: Art of
Nation Building Extension Training Workshops” in Manila, Los Bafios, Cebu, Davao and
Bayawan from 2007 to 2008, with the support of UNDP .

Soon after the Training Workshops were completed, the trainees requested for
Trainers’ Trainings for the youth, government and civil society institutions for 2009. That
is how the idea for this Field Book was born.

In this work, we have gathered the wisdom and experience of the presentors of
the 1st and 2nd National Congresses on Good Citizenship. This compendium makes
available to trainers some concepts and methodologies that elicit the Filipino’s innate
Social Artistry in various contexts, settings and applications.

In your hands is a collaborative work-in-progress which you will enrich with your
own experiences.

Such is Social Artistry.

( &(ﬁ‘v{l lﬁ‘]?‘( / 6
ROLANDO R.DIZON, FSC
Chair, National Congress on Good Citigenship




PREFACE

The 2005 UNDP Social Artistry Field Book defines “Social Artistry” as “a
transformative approach to building leadership capacity that can effectively cultivate the
kind of leaders necessary to facilitate change.”” Its use towards addressing and resolving
development issues, such as, poverty reduction, gender equality, education, health, and
the environment, is attributed to Jean Houston. However, as a process, social artistry
is inherent to indigenous culture and has been employed to address crises throughout
Philippine history.

Specifically, “social artistry” offers “essential tools to unlock our own unique
possibilities and to claim the distinct gifts we possess on the physical, psychological,
symbolic and spiritual levels of our own being.””* Given that “in Philippine culture, there

995

is an underlying belief in the psychic unity of humanity” we can appreciate that Filipinos
are naturally predisposed to these capacities which social artistry is meant to heighten.
The need to “gather the potential genius of every culture” felt in capacity-building

in effect is an encouragement of the need to uphold and propagate the “magical and
mystical wotldview of the Filipino™” by addressing the physical, psychological, symbolic,

and spiritual levels of capacity-building.

In order to understand their own motivations and expectations and be clear

about values, citizens must tap into their depths of spiritual awareness, rational logic, and

creative thinking to develop a wide range of their human capacities.® Values, attitudes,
motivations, and skills emerge from the matrix of culture, which is “the unique totality
of world view, values, belief systems, knowledge, skills and practices, core principles and
ideas shatred by a society,” hence the intimate relationship between values and culture.

WAYAYA

> UNDP “Introduction on Social Artistry,” The Social Artists Fieldbook: Developing Your Inner Capacities. Makati: UNDP, 2005.
* Houston, Jean. “Author’s Introduction,” The Social Artist’s Fieldbook: Developing Yonr Inner Capacities. Makati: UNDP, 2005.
® De Leon, Felipe M. Jt., A Magical Consciousness: The Cultural Matrix of Philippine Traditional Music.

® Houston, Jean. “Author’s Introduction,” The Social Artist’s Fieldbook: Developing Your Inner Capacities. Makati: UNDP, 2005. >
" De Leon, Felipe M. Jt., A Magical Conscionsness: The Cultural Matrix: of Philippine Traditional Musi.

8 UNDP “Introduction on Social Artistry,” The Social Artist’s Fieldbook: Developing Your Inner Capacities. Makati: UNDP, 2005.
9

De Leon, Felipe M. Culture in Develgpment Planning, unpublished essay.

19 Pilar, Nestor. “Relevance of the New Public Administration in Philippine Public Administration,” in Introduction to Philippine
Adpministration: A Reader, Quezon City: UP, 1993.
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Appropriating social artistry as an approach to values formation flows with
the suggested integration of “behavioral techniques which are intended to increase
sensitivity to social equity and client welfare which must suit the Filipino psyche and

temperament”"” to complement highly scientific, rational and mathematical training

tools for human resource development. In government, the widespread interest in

the reinvention of governance sets an opportune moment for introducing such socio-
emotional processes to effect a passion for nurturing lives. In business, the thrust
towards social enterprise provides context for facilitating the desire to infuse resources
into human capacity building, For civil society, the much sought after empowerment of
the citizenry creates a need for a basic and relevant orientation on development. In the
academe, the introduction of mandatory citizenship education implies the necessity of
exploring effective approaches to building this new field of study. Sensitizing techniques
are expected to “advance the values of relevance, social equity, and social welfare and
seeks to evolve administrative behavior that is sensitive to emotions, conflicts and risks.
Such are perceived as “antidote to bureaucratic insensibility and non-responsiveness.”
With unfeeling policy implementation no longer considered relevant to effectiveness of
mandate, and governance increasingly perceived to be a shared function of all in society,
exploring the institutionalization of social artistry in human resource development
through the academe, business, civil society and government comes at an opportune time.

VAN

By seeking to transform the inner life of Filipinos towards becoming Social
Artists, perhaps the elusive results of efforts towards poverty alleviation and corruption
eradication will begin to manifest in a richer Filipino population and an improved
Philippine corruption perception index (CPI).

AVAVAYA

Universily of the Philippines
National College of Public Administration and Governance
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INTRODUCTION

It is probably less stressful and, therefore, happier to unite on the grounds of
beauty than on the grounds of ugliness. The problem with being “anti” something
(anti-corruption, anti-poverty, anti-violation of human rights, etc.) is similar to the
dilemma of the martial artist. The more contrary force one uses, the greater the
potential damage to self, and the greater the energy needed to conquer the foe. When
we give our energy to the enemy, the stronger it becomes.

While forceful, invasive and confrontational measures may be necessary in
emergencies, we hope that they will become less and less so as our empathy,
understanding, foresight and compassion increase. This book is an attempt to address
societal imbalances in a more constructive, natural and organic manner. You will
probably have come across the ideas here elsewhere. This book is a matrix of these
various ideas in the context of nation-building;

A broad palette of perspective and experience is represented here but in no way
is this a claim to completeness. Just as a song is never finished until people stop
singing it their own way, person-, culture- and nation-building will forever be works-
in-progress.

The problem with waging very specific wars (again: anti-corruption, anti-poverty,
anti-violation of human rights, etc.) is that soon, the more warriors we have, the more
wars we are waging on the single Battlefield. As a Taoist might say, ‘% you can name 1,
then you ain’t got it.”

This book is offered as something to stimulate your personal creativity - your
sarilifkha, while we try to get even better than we already are - 7&ot-paangat

oey/Ayata
President and Resident Artist
Bagong Lumad Artists Foundation, Inc (BLAFI)




Kung Kaya Mong Isipin

Intro: (D G A)x2
I

D A
Kung kaya mong isipin, kaya mong gawin
Bm /A G A
Isa-isang hakbang lamang at ika'y makakarating
D A
Tulad ng puno na galing sa binhi
Em /F* G A
Ang mga dakilang gawa'y nagmumula

(D G A)x2

Sa guni-guni

11
D G D
Kung ang nais mo'y maging malaya
Bm A G D

Sa mundong puno ng panunupil
G D GD A A7

Buhayin sa sarili ang malayang paraan
D G D Bm A G D

At sa araw-araw na pakikitungo sa tahanan at lipunan
G D GD A A7

Buhayin sa sarili ang malayang paraan
I ulit

I = II

Kung ang nais mo'y maging payapa

Sa mundong puno ng digmaan
Buhayin sa sarili ang payapang paraan

At sa araw-araw na pakikitungo sa tahanan at lipunan
Buhayin sa sarili ang payapang paraan

I ulit, pwera huling linya

Em /Ft G F# B B7

Ang mga dakilang gawa'y nagmumula sa guni-guni
E B

Kung kaya mong isipin, kaya mong gawin

C*m /B A F*m B
Isa-isang hakbang lamang at ika'y makakarating

E B

Tulad ng puno na galing sa binhi

F#*m /G* A B E

Ang mga dakilang gawa'y nagmumula sa guni-guni

F*m /G A B EABE

Ang mga dakilang gawa'y nagmumula sa guni-guni

Words & Music ]31] Joeq Agala
joeyay ala@bla{i.org
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People have to envision and/or imagine what they need and want — through some form
of introspection and contemplation — so that they can imagine what they need to do to
attain what they envision.

People need to articulate both what they envision and the steps that are to be taken
towards success so that they might join forces with like-visioned people and attain

success with greater efficiency and benefit. People need to convince those with other
ideas that it is possible to work together, at least on some overlapping areas of interest
such as health, education and life-supporting resources.

And, finally, people need to organize and act — operate — towards the realization of
what they envision.

Just as there are human faculties called numeracy and literacy — facility with numbers
and letters — there are capabilities we may call PAGSALOOB (contemplacy),
PAGSALINAW (articulacy) and PAGSAGANAP (operacy) — facility with

contemplation, articulation and operation.

Pagsaloob: from salo, to catch, and loob, inside/within. The taking in of
kaganapan (reality), contemplating it, processing it, imagining better versions,
deciding how to apply one’s self — what to pursue, how to pursue, etc.
Exercising pagsaloob produces kagandabang-loob.

Pagsalinaw: articulating one’s kalooban and saloobin (intent, purpose, desire,
inner being, vison...) clearly using a variety of mediums (not just words!) for
self-management, self-programming, and for purposeful interaction with other
people. From salin (to transfer or translate), salita (speak) and linaw (clear).
Exercising pagsalinaw produces paikipag-kapwa.

Pagsaganap: Manifesting, unfolding kalooban into competent action and
improved kaganapan. You may notice how “Kaganapan® has a more active,
in-the-process feel to it than “Reality.” Exercising pagsaganap produces
pagkukusa. ‘

Pagsaloob, pagsalinaw and pagsagawa powers are usually absorbed from one’s
kaganapan or reality, which includes the home, school, electronic-media and
other social environments, more than from the exercise of some consciously-
designed method. One can easily absorb confused worldviews and counter-
creative thinking-acting habits from different sources.

. @Gy
"



pagsalinaw

articulacy

Music: Voice-body, Instruments.

kagandahang-loob

comes from dalling in health,
self-esteem, gratitude, inner peace,
mind-expansion and senze of purpose.

AN

pagsaloob

contemplacy

Exercise: Body & Senses.

Movement: Gesture, Dance.
Word: Poetry, Story.

pakikipag-kapwa
comes from kagandahang-loob
drilled in vasious

Image: Draw, Paint, Act, etc. S
commune-ication forms.

Metaphor: Form and Content.

pagsaganap

Doing: PaK-PiPak.

Systems & Processes: Natural management.

Innercise: Awareness & Focus.

Therapy: Stress, Trauma, and Negativity.

Appreciation: Self, Others, St " Larger Self: Maturity, Integrity, Sacrifice.

Imagining: Beyond Habit, Inner Theater. lkot-Paangat: Assessment & Evolution.

Deciding: Vision, Intuition, Reason.

" pagkukusa

I cones from hagandabars Joob
and pakikipag-kapwa, drilled in
getting things done and assessing results.

How important are pagsaloob, pagsalinaw and pagsaganap?

These capabilities — pagsaloob (contemplacy), articulacy (pagsalinaw) and operacy
(pagsagawa) — allow people to participate creatively, as value-creators, in governance and
nation/culture-building. Sustainable sacrifice and everyday heroism depend on these
capabilities.

Without pagsaloob people don’t know what they want and what they are capable of in
the context of kaganapan. Di na sinusuri ang sariling kalooban, at kumikilos na
lamang ayon sa kinaugalian, kabit di na angkop sa kaganapan.

Without pasalinaw they are tongue-tied or feel they have nothing to express even
when they are literate. Many people also can talk on and on and not really say anything.
Di nila maisalinaw ang sariling saloobin.

Without pagsagawa they just wait for someone else to tell them what to do. D7 nila
maisagawa ang kanilang nais gawin o nais makitang kaganapan.

Without pagsaloob, pagsalinaw and pagsagawa people participate in nation-building
efforts as “warm bodies” or “pambala sa kanyon” (cannon fodder). They dream
other people’s dreams. They spout other people’s opinions. They follow other people’s
orders. Because they cannot possess and govern themselves, they are possessed and
governed by others. The non-exercise or underdevelopment of these capabilities leads
to situations where great concentrations of power become inevitable, and corruption —
the abuse of power and authority - probable.

f\fv
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CAPABILITIES PROGRAMS | MODULES SUSTAINABLE
RESULTS
Contemplacy Aligning Body, Exercise: body and senses. | Kagandahang-loob
PAGSALOOB . d - comes from
llsdmoélons an In1(11e£01se. awareness drilling in health, self-
nd. and focus. esteem, inner peace,
Therapy: dealing with mind-
stress, trauma, and expansion and sense of
counter-evolutionary purpose.
beliefs and biases.
Appreciation: self,
others, systems.
Imagining: thinking
beyond habit.
Deciding: vision,
intuition, reason.
Articulacy Capturing and Music: voice, body, Pakikipag-kapwa
PAGSALINAW Sharing Thoughts | instruments. comes from
and Feelings. ) d kagandahang-loob
&ov;ment. gesture, dance. | o oo s
ord: poetry, story. commune-ication
Image: draw, paint, sculpt, | forms.
etc.
Metaphor: form and con-
tent.
Selection, Mastery,
Application and
Integration
Operacy Getting Things Goals & Plans: how to Pagkukusa
PAGSAGANAP Done. formulate. comes from
kagandahang-loob and
Systems and Processes: ik
| and man-made s .
Datiratlal : kapwa, drilled in mak-
Organizing and Manage- ing things
ment happen (production
of value and
Teamwork. results).

Assessment and Evolution:

Tkot-Paangat.




Part |

PAGSALOOB
Contemplacy in Social Artistry

LOOB PALABAS
Learning from Within

Mga halimbawa ng mga salundiwa
TAO
LAKAS

LABAS PALOOB
Learning from the Wisdom of the Elders
To Ponder The Nation We May Want

Good Governance
ALEX B. BRILLANTES, JR.

Good Citizenship
JosE ABUEVA

Good Citizenship Values
JOSEFINA ATIENZA SALVANA

Overcoming Poverty
ANTONIO P MELOTO

Overcoming Corruption
ALEX B. BRILLANTES, JR.

TERESITA DAZA BALTAZAR

The Unfinished Evolution
Towards a Filipino Consciousness
FELIPE DE LEON JR.

Being and Becoming Good Citizens
Through Social Artistry
MARY ANN FERNANDEZ MENDOZA
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Joey Ayala

The Expanding Self

This picture shows how people naturally expand in kamalayan and identity from sanggo/
whose concerns are gafas and lambing and whose society is 7#a, and, later, ama — to
mature adults who conceive of infinity and ponder creation and God.
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Cthg Sagtutod og Maayorng Fiatitingban " nga Gugma Nato:”
Oty paglawn nako b maglutudlo batkin sa politita wg pagdumala

Othg Sagbuo ng OHing Magandang Lipunan "
O%y aking pag-wa bilang queo ra latangan ng paliliia al pananabaa

“Builidng the Good Sociaty” o Wt

My Hope as a Teacher in Politics and Governance

Jose V. ABUEVA

U.P. Professor Emetitus of Public Administration
and Political Science, and founding President of Kalayaan College

Ako, po, ay bata pa dahil ako’y 20 taong masbata sa Unibersidad ng Pilipinas na sa taong
2008 ay nagdiriwang ng kanyang unang dantaon o sentenaryo. $

Ang una kong pagsilbi sa U.P. bilang guro ay mula 1950 hanggang 1970. Nagturo ako ng
public administration at political science. Matapos ng ako’y nagsilbi sa 1971-72 Constituional %
Convention, sa Ford Foundation (sa Nepal, Thailand at sa Pilipinas, 1973-1977), at ng J
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sampong taon sa United Nations University, bumalik ako sa U.P. noong 1987 nang nahirang *
akong pangnlo ng Unibersidad.

Ang aking kolebiyo sa U.P. ay ang Institute of Public Administration na naging National %
College of Public Administration and Governance (NCPAG, U.P.). Sa NCPAG aking

nasimulan ang Center for Leadership, Citizenship and Democracy. Nang ako’y naging propesor *

at pangulo ng pribadong Kalayaan College mula 2000 patuloy akong nagsilbi sa
U.P. bilang Professor Emeritus ng Public Administration at Political Science.

I have told you my career story in a nutshell only to say that I have been long
concerned with public administration, politics and governance, and with the role of leaders
and citizens in our struggle as a people to build a modern, developed, and progressive
democratic country. And I want to share with our citizens, especially the youth, the
tremendous challenges of that struggle for the common good of all Filipinos in our
generation and succeeding ones.

Honestly, like many of you, I am frustrated that we, Filipinos, have not achieved more
progress since our independence in 1946, compared to some of our progressive neighbors
in Asia who were less developed then. It’s been over sixty long years.

We know some of the reasons for our inability to solve our problems and achieve our
goals as a nation.
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One of them has to do with our lack of unity and focus as a people who form
the Filipino nation. Too many of us may not love our country enough to transcend our
selfish personal and family interests when we are called upon to obey the laws, support
change and reforms, and make some sacrifice in order to promote the common good
and the national interest. These deficiencies make us a weak nation in the face of our
grave problems and challenges. In turn, our weak nation makes for a weak state and its
ineffective government, what Gunnar Myrdal calls “a soft state.” (See Annex 1.)

Our weak nation and “soft state” are related to the tendency of many of our leaders
to use governmental power and authority more to serve their private and political interests
rather than to promote the public good. Entrenched in their power bases, they lack the
spirit of nationalism and a sense of urgency and accountability to the citizens who are the
source of the nation-state’s sovereignty, according to our Constitution. This has led to the
collective failure of our national leaders to lead us to our vision, ideals and goals through
“good governance.”

In turn “good governance” depends not only on good leaders and good citizens
but also on functional institutions through which we can satisfy our needs and fulfill
our lives as citizens and as a nation. These institutions include our own families, and all
kinds of community, socio-cultural, religious, educational, professional, civic, political,

and organizations as belonging to one or another of the three intersecting spheres of state,
business/market, and civil society. Indeed, some of the institutions are transnational and
global in nature.

governmental, economic, and business organizations. We refer to these various institutions J g ;
Of course, we have some outstanding national political leaders who serve our

country well. And we have many more local political leaders who stand out as faithful, *

accountable public servants who faithfully serve their constituents. In turn satisfied

constituents trust and support their leaders; and together they work to achieve their

common goals and aspirations.

However, in the absence of functioning political parties as in the established
democracies, citizens are unable to choose better leaders and hold them accountable
for their shortcomings and corruption. As citizens, by and large we tend to focus on
personalities, personal popularity, and “winnability” in choosing our president and
legislators, rather than on their ideas and policies and performance in office.

Political parties are meaningless to the people who see no significant difference
among them; for our political parties are organizations mainly of politicians concerned
with electing candidates and dividing the spoils of office among themselves and their
partisans. Politics seems always to be a competition between those who are in office and
those outside who want to take their place, with no clear relevance to the people’s welfare
and the public interest, and to expected public policy and public services, and reforms.
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Poverty, ignorance and apathy make some citizens vulnerable during elections when
they sell their votes to vote-buying candidates. The same citizens tend to exchange their
support and loyalty for the political protection and employment that the leaders promise
and provide. If we could somehow develop economically so that many more citizens
can be better educated and employed, be able to escape poverty and rise to belong to the
middle class, they will become more secure and independent, more informed about public
affairs, and also more critical of bad governance and corruption. They will also demand
change and reform in government and politics.

Our weak nation and soft state are also related to the fact that our public institutions
continue to be weak and obsolete and dysfunctional. We have not been able to reform or
change them in more meaningful ways since 1946 when we regained our independence.

In September 1972, President Ferdinand Marcos became a dictator and molded the
1973 Constitution to serve his personal agenda. By destroying our democratic institutions,
he was able to extend his powers as an authoritarian president from the maximum of
8 years to over 20 years, until he was overthrown by the people at the EDSA Revolt in
February 1986. Meanwhile, he had plundered the government and the economy, enriched
his family and cronies, reversed our economic development, corrupted politics and society,
and spoiled the military as his partners in power.

Under President Corazon Aquino we restored our democracy under the 1987
Constitution. But despite its laudable vision of “the Good Society” and its ideal of public
office and governance, this Constitution simply restored the old and ineffective political
institutions. Under it the old politicians who had collaborated with Marcos quickly
recovered their power.

By “the old and ineffective institutions,” I refer specifically to: (1) our presidential
government with its exaggerated separation of powers and checks and balance among the
President, the Senate and the House of Representatives, that is causing endless conflict
and gridlock among them; (2) our highly centralized unitary structure of governance that
concentrates governmental power and decision-making in the National Government in
Metro Manila and the lack of local and regional autonomy; and (3) our political party
system that prevents our political parties from being principled, policy oriented, cohesive,
responsive, and accountable to the people.

Moreover, the 1987 Constitution restricts the participation of foreign investors in
our economic development, so they have invested a great deal more in our neighboring
countries where they feel more welcome and appreciated. This is one reason why we have
not developed as fast as they. Other factors are our lack of infrastructure and the high cost
of doing business in the country because of red-tape and corruption.

Our weak nation and ineffective “soft” State cannot hold our officials accountable
for their failure and corruption. As a weak and divided nation, we are continually fighting
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each other in our personal, parochial, and adversarial style of politics. We have not been
able to end the Communist rebellion or the Moro rebellion and achieve a just and durable
peace. Unfortunately, it is true that too many of us don’t love our country enough to
sacrifice and do much more for the good of all. We seem to be trapped in a vicious cycle
of underdevelopment with our weak nation and “soft state,” and ineffective governance,
despite some notable improvements in policy and performance. Thus a public mood of
dissatisfaction and pessimism and even of hopelessness prevails.

Because of our collective failures, somehow we seem to feel that as a nation we
have no vision, no common purpose and goals, and no clear direction. This is one of
the worst failures of our national leaders. As a whole, they have not focused our sights
on our authentic and authoritative vision and goals which are clearly stated in our 1987
Constitution. And on our indigenous and emerging ideals of “good governance.”

On the other hand, as a reaction, we are also witnessing a crescendo of public
dissatisfaction with our traditional politics, leadership and governance, and a rising demand
for change to “a new politics” of rectitude and good leadership in a modern society and
government. But we have not yet reached the tipping point for organized “people power”
to effect change and reform buoyed by rising hope and self-confidence by a majority of
our people. The weight of political custom and tradition is still holding us down. For this

ok

reason I’d like to help raise our sights in order to raise our hopes of what is possible and )
achievable.

Visions of “the Good Society,”
the Ideal Political System
and Government, and “Good Governance”

55 4

To begin with, I'd like to share with you what I fondly call “the Filipino vision of

‘the Good Society’,” the vision of “our ideal political system and government” in our 1987
Constitution, and our emerging vision of “good governance.” Here they are.

“The Vision of the Good Society in our 1987 Constitution”:

(1) “to build a just and humane society”’; and

(2) to establish “a government that shall embody our ideals, promote
the common good, conserve and develop our patrimony, and secure
to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of independence and
democracy — under the rule of law and a regime of truth, justice,
freedom, love, equality and peace....” (Preamble.)
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Our “ideal political system and government” in the Constitution:

“The Philippines is a democratic and republican State. Sovereignty resides in

the people, and all government authority emanates from them.”
Art. II. Sec. 1)

“The prime duty of the Government is to serve the people.” (Art. II. Sec.).

“Public office is a public trust. Public officers and employees must at all

time be accountable to the people, serve them with utmost responsibility,

integrity, loyalty, and efficiency, act with patriotism and justice, and lead
modest lives.” (Art. XI. Sec.1)

Moreover, let me add the concept of “good governance” as an ideal in our “New
Democracy” or a newly restored democracy emerging from authoritarian rule. This is the
case of Filipino democracy that emerged in 1986 from over 13 years of authoritarian rule
under President Ferdinand Marcos and has yet to be consolidated. Blending Filipino and
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international ideals, we understand “good governance” as manifesting these features:

people’s participation in free and fair elections and in policy and
decision-making made possible by an open and accessible government
in a free society with a competent and responsible media;
responsiveness of the government to the needs and demands of the
people who are informed, empowered and enabled to express their will
to their political leaders and civil servants;

transparency and accountability of public servants in response to the
citizens’ will and their right to know (“the truth” in governance) as the
sovereign in a democracy;

honesty and fidelity of public servants and the punishment of those
who are abusive and corrupt;

efficiency in the exercise of power and authority to make the best use
of scarce resources, including time especially;

effectiveness in providing the needed public services, solving problems,
and achieving goals, all for the common good;

the protection and enhancement of human rights and the fulfillment of
social justice;

achieving ecological integrity and sustainable development; and
realizing “Pamathalaan,” the indigenous Filipino vision of governance:
“dedicated to the enhancement of man’s true spiritual and material
worth”...”through leadership by example, reasonable management,
unity (pagkakaisa) between the governors and governed, and social

harmony based on love (pagmamahalan) and compassion (pagdadamayan).
(Pablo S. Trillana III. The Loves of Rizal, 2000. p. 179.)
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Since 1987, I have been speaking and writing about these constitutional vision
and ideals because, as I have noted above, many Filipinos often assume and lament that
as a people and nation we, Filipinos, have no vision, common purpose or goals. In fact,
we have these goals and purpose written in our 1987 Constitution, which makes them
authentic and legitimate because our people ratified the Constitution in the national
plebiscite held in February 1987. Our schools and universities are directed to teach the
Constitution to their students.

However, for emphasis, let me reiterate what I said eatlier on. It is true that our
leaders rarely point out to the people our national vision, purpose, or goals embodied
in the Constitution. And our students are not learning about the Constitution as they
should. For these reasons, among others, the default of our leaders and the failure to
approach these vision and ideals in our personal experience, we cannot fault many
among our people for assuming that they do not exist at all. What we often hear, read
and witness are reports and stories of public life that obscure and deny the existence or
validity of our national vision and goals.

A Vision of an Ideal Future Philippines

For my part, since 1987, I have composed verses, a poem if you will, regarding a
vision of our future as a nation in the global community. It is largely based on the vision
of “the Good Society” and the ideal “democracy and good government” embodied in
our 1987 Constitution. But I have elaborated on them as I learn of other ideas and ideals
that Filipinos may wish to consider in thinking about the future of our Global Filipino
Nation.

By our “Global Filipino Nation,” I am referring to the important reality that
Filipinos now form a nation that is the 13th most populous in the world although the
Philippines is a small country in area. There are some 90 million Filipinos living in the
homeland and some 9 million overseas. And more overseas Filipinos are recovering their
Philippine citizenship under the dual citizenship law and want to be active in improving
governance in the homeland through the absentee voting law, and possible constitutional
amendments.

Here is my contribution to the quest for an inclusive, unifying and inspiring vision
of our bordetless Global Filipino Nation in which every Filipino in the Motherland and
overseas would have a significant role to play and an important stake in its fulfillment.
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A Vision of Our Future:
Building “The Good Society” We Want

Jose V. ABUEVA

United under God, we shall develop
citizens and leaders who love our country,
and trust and challenge one another to solve
our problems and achieve our goals.

Upholding truth, honesty
and excellence, we shall work together
for the common good of all Filipinos
at home and around the globe.

For, conscious of our roots in Asia,
we are a Global Filipino Nation committed
to the well-being, security, and advancement
of all our people—and humankind.

We want to be free and peaceful,
united in our diversities, egalitarian,
prosperous, life-sustaining
and nonkilling,

In our quest for “the Good Life”
we shall focus on the poor
and powetless, the excluded,
exploited, and oppressed.

P N

We shall achieve our vision of
“The Good Society” through good
citizenship, leadership and governance
in inclusive democracies

And responsive, effective and
accountable institutions that enable us
to satisfy our needs and fulfill our lives

as individuals and as a nation.

As well shall we do our share
in shaping a just, humane, and
nonkilling world, and safe,
sustainable environments.

In sum, a Global Filipino Nation
that is God-centered—whose people
love and care for one another
near and far.
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ANNEX 1

On the Philippines Being a Weak Nation and a “Soft State”
and Filipino Democracy at Risk

To keep my contribution to this book brief, I am appending the following pages
in order to explain what I mean by the Philippines being “a weak nation and a ‘soft
state.” ” These three pages are taken from my article published in the Philippine Journal
of Public Administration, entitled “Ideals and Practice in the Study of Philippine Public
Administration and Governance.” (Volume LII. April and October 2008. pp. 123-125)

A Weak Nation and a “Soft State”

Social and political trust is regarded as “social capital” for any nation. In this regard
the Filipino nation has a troubling deficit. Majority of the respondents in a national survey
in 2001 agreed with these test statements: (1) “Most Filipinos do not trust each other.”

[57 percent]; and (2) “Most Filipinos would know what is for the common good but care
only for what is good for them and their family.” [73 percent]. Moreover, there is social
class animosity as may be shown by the response to this test statement: “In our society,
the poor people are oppressed or exploited by the rich and powerful people.” [65 percent]
(Jose V. Abueva. A Survey on Filipino Citizenship, 2002.)

The commonalities of Christianity among some 85 percent of Filipinos and of
Islam among 5 percent of them are unifying elements in the nation; both sets of believers
worship the same God (God the Father, or Allah to the Muslims). However, many
Muslims resent their relative poverty and underdevelopment and the political and cultural
dominance of the Christians; thus the Moro perennial struggle for political and cultural
autonomy if not secession and the Moro rebellion since the early 1970s. The Maoist
Communist rebellion dates back to 1968, succeeding the Soviet-oriented Communism that
began decades earlier.

In a nation of ethnic, linguistic and cultural diversity, there are varying degrees
of resentment towards a Manila-centric governance expressed in the term “Imperial
Manila,” and the dominance of English and Filipino—the evolving national language
which is largely Tagalog—in our language policy and official communication. Such policy
and practice are prejudicial to the people in outlying provinces, and especially the poor,
whose languages are not used in official communication. The predominant use of English
and legalese in court trials is at the expense of many people who do not understand the
language.

Ideas for nation-building and unity focus on what may be done to strengthen a
weak Filipino nation: the people and citizenry of our nation-state called the Republic of
the Philippines. Led by Senator Leticia R. Shahani and Dr. Patricia B. Licuanan, The Moral
Recovery Program in 1988 urged our people to develop: “(1) a sense of patriotism and
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national pride, a genuine love, appreciation and commitment to the Philippines and things
Filipino; (2) a sense of the common good, the ability to look beyond selfish interests,

a sense of justice, and a sense of outrage at their violation; (3) a sense of integrity and
accountability, an aversion towards graft and corruption in society and an avoidance of the
practice in one’s daily life; (4) the value and habits of discipline and hard work; and (5) the
value and habits of self-reflection and analysis, the internalization of spiritual values, the
emphasis on essence rather than form.”

Observing our weaknesses as a nation or political community, I have urged
fellow Filipinos: “(1) to achieve greater unity and cohesion as a national community
in a globalizing world; (2) to deepen their sense of national identity and history; (3) to
strengthen their love and pride of country; (4) to enhance their appreciation of things
Filipino and the achievements of Filipinos; (5) to strengthen their concern for the
common good and the national interest. All these qualities are to be expressed in deeds
and not merely in words—in the substance of Filipino nationalism.” I have also called
attention to the need for citizens to distinguish between “the public and the private
spheres” in order to foster nationalism and reduce corrupt and unethical behavior. (Jose V.
Abueva, Filipino Nationalism, 1989. p.809.)

In Gunnar Myrdal’s Asian Drama he describes “Soft States” as having the following
characteristics that seem to apply to the Philippines to some degree ( Asian Drama, pp. 66,
and 277).

¢ “Soft States are dominated by powerful interests that exploit the power of the
State or government to serve their own interests rather than the interests of
their citizens.

P N

*  “Policies decided on are often not enforced, if they are enacted at all, and in
that the authorities, even when framing policies are reluctant to place
obligations on people.

¢  “Governments require extraordinarily little of their citizens [and] even those
obligations that do exist are enforced inadequately, if at all.....

e “There is an unwillingness among the rulers to impose obligations on the
governed and a corresponding unwillingness on their part to obey rules laid
down by democratic procedures.

Who are the exploiters of our “Soft State?” I would include (1) “rent-seeking,”
abusive oligarchs or rich and powerful politicians and their families; but not all rich
and powerful leaders misuse or abuse their power or authority; (2) “warlords” who
use violence to gain and protect their power and political position; (3) politicians who
use force, fraud, or buy votes to win elections and stay in power; (4) “rent-seeking”
businessmen; (5) “rent-seeking” public administrators; (5) gambling lords, drug lords, and
smuggling lords; (6) tax evaders; (7) rebels who collect “revolutionary taxes”; (8) terrorists;
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(9) and even poor “informal settlers” and heads of so-called “squatter syndicates” who
occupy private or public land and use their votes to win the protection of politicians.

Moreover, the Philippines has some characteristics of “a failing State” as described
in the article, “Failing States and Failed States,” Foreign Policy, January 7, 2006. A “failing
State” is one in which: “(1) the government does not have effective control of its territory;
(2) it is not perceived as legitimate by a significant portion of its population (erosion of
legitimate authority to make collective decisions); (3) it does not provide domestic security
or basic services to its citizens (inability to provide reasonable public services); (4) it
lacks a monopoly on the use of force [there are rebels and watlords who control their
territories]; (5) it may experience active violence or simply be vulnerable to violence;

(6) it has a high perception of corruption.”

In Francisco Nemenzo’s judgment: “We need a state that is strong to implement
fundamental reforms, to break elite resistance, and to withstand imperialist pressure.”
(“Beyond the Classroom: UP’s Responsibility in Helping Rebuild a Damaged Nation,”
U.P. Centennial Lecture, Feb. 15, 2008.)

Filipino Democracy at Risk

In 2005, Freedom House in New York downgraded the ranking of the Philippines ﬁg@
from “free” to “partly free”; and in 2008 disqualified the country as an “electoral /
democracy.” According to Larry Diamond: “The Asian Barometer found that the *
percentage of Filipinos who believe democracy is always the best form of government

dropped from 64 percent to 51 percent between 2001 and 2005. At the same time, %
satisfaction with democracy fell from 54 percent to 39 percent, and the share of the [\
Filipino population willing to reject the option of an authoritarian ‘strong leader’ declined

from 70 percent to 59 percent.” (“The Democratic Rollback: The Resurgence of the *
Predatory State,” Foreign Affairs, March-April 2008)

In the same article, Diamond cites the Philippines among more than 50 democracies
that are in “democratic recession,” where democracy is “at-risk.” My own observation
below is that Filipino democracy has not been consolidated since its formal restoration
following the EDSA Revolt in 1986 that ended the Marcos dictatorship of over 13 years.
Diamond’s theory of democratic consolidation is relevant.

“Emerging democracies must demonstrate that they can solve their governance problems
and meet their citizens’ expectations for freedom, justice, a better life, and a fairer society.
If democracies do not more effectively contain crime and corruption, generate economic
growth, relieve economic inequality, and secure freedom and the rule of law, people will
eventually lose faith and turn to authoritarian alternatives. Struggling democracies must be
consolidated so that all levels of society become enduringly committed to democracy as
the best form of government and to their country’s constitutional norms and constraints.”
(Larry Diamond, “The Democratic Rollback: The Resurgence of the Predatory State.”
Foreign Affairs, March-April 2008)
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THE GOOD CITIZENSHIP VALUES
ENSHRINED IN THE PREAMBLE
OF THE 1987 PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION

JOSEFINA ATIENZA — SALVANA

We, the sovereign
Filipino people,
imploring the aid of Almighty God,
in order to build a just and humane society
and establish a Government
that shall embody our ideals and aspirations,
promote the common good, conserve and develop our patrimony,
and to secure to ourselves
and our posterity
the blessings of independence and democracy
under the rule of law
and a regime of truth,
justice,
freedom,
love,
equality,
and peace,
do ordain and promulgate this constitution.

The values enshrined in the preamble of the 1987 Philippine Constitution can, and
ought to, be lived by all members of Philippine society. It is envisioned that indeed,
in time, these values will be shared in all sectors, in the circumstances specific to each,
including: in the Government sector (executive, legislative, and judicial departments;
national government agencies, local government units, government- owned or controlled
corporations, government financial institutions, and other government offices); private
sector (corporate business sector, in all industries and of various scale - owners, managers,
employees); education (faculty, administration, and students in educational institutions
at the pre-school, elementary, secondary, tertiary, graduate, and post-graduate levels, and
in vocational, non-formal and continuing education programs); health; services; military
and police; religious; labor; agriculture and fisheries; media and entertainment; youth;
and the civil society sector (NGOs, POs, foundations, cooperatives, civic organizations,
neighborhood and alumni associations).

Those who seek to live and share values will find themselves affirmed in the
conviction that they are making an effective - though, perhaps, largely and often silent -
contribution to shaping the future of our country and our people. Shaping the Filipino
character in the values enshrined in our constitution begins in the heart of each one of us,
as we resolve to live and share these values.
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LIVING THE VALUES ENSHRINED IN THE 1987 PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION

(The characteristics listed here are not meant to be exchaustive, but they do present a good picture of the
characteristics that one who lives each of these basic values wonld be expected to manifest. It is suggested
that one who reads through this attempt to reflect on/ list down characteristics with regard to living each
value as he sees them, and/ or illustrate these in terms of specific applications/ sitnations relevant to a
sector/ concern of interest to him).

One who lives the basic value of FAITH IN ALMIGHTY GOD believes that God
is almighty and can do all things. He knows and acknowledges his dependence on God.
He is grateful for the blessings he receives from God. He wants to serve God and to fulfill
his will and his commands, as he understands them to be. He prays and seeks to do his
best.

One who lives the basic value of RESPECT FOR LIFE is grateful for his life.
He cherishes his life and that of others. He does his best to nurture and protect life and
will not do anything that would unnecessarily endanger life. In all he does, he seeks to
be positive, affirming. He is ready to defend life if called upon to do so. He values the
dignity of every human person and has full respect for human rights.

One who lives the basic value of ORDER is organized in his thoughts, words,
deeds, in his relationships, and in the use of resources. He is neat. He is disciplined.
He seeks to be self-reliant in his basic needs. He makes proper use of funds and other
resources within his control. His lifestyle is consistent with his means and stature. He
establishes his priorities and seeks to act on them in a logical manner, given the time
and resources available. He exercises moderation. He is not wasteful. He is efficient. He is
punctual. He does not procrastinate. He waits for his turn.

One who lives the basic value of WORK knows that work is an essential part of
being human; that work is a duty. He seeks to use his talents and resources to build, to
contribute to the betterment of his own life, that of others, and of society as well. He is
industrious, productive, diligent, conscientious, orderly, and persevering. He is not lazy,
he is not wasteful. He seeks to make full and efficient use of his human resources and
the material resources within his control. He seeks to draw from his work the means of
providing for his life and for his family and of serving the human community. He is
grateful for his work. He does his work cheerfully and thoroughly. He is proud of his
work.

One who lives the basic value of CONCERN FOR THE FAMILY AND
FUTURE GENERATIONS loves his family and does his best for them. He recognizes
the family as the foundation of the nation and seeks to strengthen its solidarity and
actively promote its development. He sees marriage as the foundation of the family. He
recognizes and acts upon the right of children to special assistance and protection and the
need to attend to the formation of the youth and their physical, moral, spiritual and social
well-being. He seeks to strengthen ethical and spiritual values within his family. He fulfills
his role in his family with love.

20
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One who lives the basic value of LOVE cares for others. He is willing to make
sacrifices for the good of another. He is patient, kind, gentle, understanding, and
forgiving. He loves God. He loves his family and his country. He loves others as he
loves himself. He serves without seeking a reward. He is generous. He is thoughtful. He
is friendly. He is careful not to cause hurt or harm to anyone. He has a special concern for
the underprivileged, the sick, the elderly, the handicapped, and for all who live in poverty.

One who lives the basic value of FREEDOM cherishes his freedom and is
careful to preserve it. He uses his freedom in his daily life and in his work with utmost
responsibility. He exercises and encourages critical and creative thinking, He seeks to
make good decisions and to act on them with confidence. He recognizes and respects
the freedom of others. He has initiative. He acts with courage and resolve. He has
enthusiasm. '

One who lives the basic value of PEACE has serenity based on order. He has
a sense of harmony with others, and has no on-going conflict with anyone. He is not
hostile to anyone. He is reconciled with all men. He does not engage in acts of violence
(except in cases of legitimate defense by military forces) nor does he violate in any way
the rights of his fellowmen. He knows who he is and what his duties and obligations are
and he does his best to fulfill them. He does not impose unreasonable demands on
himself or on anyone. He seeks to be a peacemaker.

One who lives the basic value of TRUTH is honest in all ways and at all times. He
has integrity. He knows his place. He seeks to always communicate accurately, clearly and
effectively. He does not participate in any acts of graft and corruption, neither as a
giver nor as a taker. There is no pretense in him. He does not boast. He does not flatter.
He means what he says. He is trustworthy.

EN O

One who lives the basic value of JUSTICE gives each person his due. He knows
and respects his rights and the rights of others. He deals fairly with everyone. He does not
exploit others. He does not manipulate others. He keeps his promises.

One who lives the basic value of UNITY has a sense of oneness with everyone. He
seeks to live in peace and harmony with others. He shares what he has. He seeks to do to
others what he would like others to do to him. He desires the good of others. He does not
isolate himself from others. He has empathy. He feels with others. He knows that what
he does affects others. He works well with a team. He acts in solidarity with others. He
does not put himself up at the expense of others. He does not have a “crab mentality”.

One who lives the basic value of EQUALITY respects the basic equality of
all human beings and their having the same dignity as himself. He does not use his
position to exploit others. He listens and allows others to express themselves, and to be
themselves. He does not put others down. He does not impose his will on others, nor
does he seek to get his way at the expense of someone else.

One who lives the basic value of RESPECT FOR LAW & GOVERNMENT
knows and obeys the laws pertinent to his life and work. He encourages others to obey the
law. He respects authority and obeys Government directives and guidelines with dispatch.
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He has an affection for Government and looks to Government with gratitude and good
will. He pays his taxes in the right amount and at the right time, and is current in whatever
licenses he is required to have, if any. He votes wisely. When the principles of good
government are violated, he is ready to help that they be upheld.

One who lives the basic value of PATRIOTISM loves our country. He is proud
of our country. He is ready to come to its defense, if such should ever be necessary. He
loves our people. He is proud to be Filipino. It is an honor for him to be of service to
our country. He knows and upholds the Constitution. He seeks to be informed about
our country - its history, its resources, its heroes, the problems and challenges it faces, its
directions. He participates in its development in the ways he can. He uses locally-made
products whenever possible.

One who lives the basic value of PROMOTION OF THE COMMON GOOD
is committed to participating in efforts to enable not only himself and his family, but
all members of society as well, to possess the sum total of social conditions needed to
reach fulfillment, which include all that they need for a truly human life, starting with
food, shelter, clothing, education, and a peaceful and just environment. He does his best
to contribute to the welfare of his community. He does not engage in practices which
demean or deface society, such as drug abuse, pornography, prostitution. He is vigilant and
takes a stand against these. He feels a sense of responsibility to help those in need.

One who lives the basic value of CONCERN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
considers himself as a steward of the created things he has control over or can influence
in some way. He strives to keep the environment healthful, neat, and pollution-free.

He seeks to enhance the environment by planting, caring for plants, and keeping his
surroundings clean. He recognizes the need to implement measures to preserve the
environment not only for the present but also for future generations.
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Bathala

Capo II, Intro = (Am7sus Am79) x 4

Am7sus Am79 Am7sus

Batha - - - 1a
Am79 Dm/A

Likha Ninyo ang bawa’t bagay sa mundo
G G7
Lupang kayumanggi't luntiang bukirin
AmT7sus Am79 Am7sus Am79
Alat ng dagat at tamis ng hangin

Am7sus Am79 Am7sus
Batha - - - la
Am?79 Dm/A

Ang bawa’t bagay na nagmula sa Inyong palad
G G7
Ay may tungkulin sa mundong kinagisnan
Am7sus Am79 Am7sus G
Sa pagtupad nito ang lahat ay tinitimbang

C
Ang tao
D7/cC
Inyong hinugis at pinaahon sa lupa
F
Pinagkalooban ng talino at diwa
E Am7sus Am79 Am7sus

Upang mundo'y ipagyaman

Am7sus Am79 Am7sus
Tali - - -no
Am79 Dm/A
Naging ararong nagpaamo sa parang
G

Naging kumpit na sumagupa sa karagatan
Am7sus Am79 AmT7sus
Naging apoy na nagpalayas sa karimlan

Asus A
Saga - na
Dm
Sa kayamanan ang mundong Inyong likha
G G7

At may bahagi rito ang bawa’t nilalang
Am7sus Am79 Am7sus G

Kung susuyuin lang mula sa kalikasan
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Subali’t
D7/c
Buhay-dalisay ay ‘di sapat sa iilan
F
Sila'y nasilaw sa kinang ng kasakiman
E Am79
Ganid na diyos ang sinamba

Koro = walang saliw (optional chords)

(B® A)
Pinaghahati-hatian po nila ang lupa
(B® A)
Karagatan at himpapawid ngayo'y may bakod na
(F) '
Kapwa tao't hayop ma'y inaagawan ng tahanan
(€)
Walang nakaliligtas sa kanilang karahasan
(E)
Kaunlaran at kabutihan daw ang kanilang sadya
(Am F Dm F E) Dm E
Subali’t ang lumilitaw ay 'sang panggagahasa

Tulay: (Am7sus-Am79)x2, Dm G Am7sus Am79 Am7sus G

(o]
Bathala
D7/C
Ako'y hinugis Niyo't pinaahon sa lupa
F
Ang aking buhay ay dito nagmula
G C G G7
At dito rin inaalay
(o]
Bathala
D7/F*

Bigyang lakas itong Inyong tanod-lupa
F

Upang umiral sa mapagsamantala
G

C
Panalangin ko'y Inyong dinggin
G .
Harinawa
A
Bathala

Extro: (Am7sus Am79) x 4

Words & Music by Joey Ayala
joeyayala@blafi.org
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Bathala?

Bathala

Maker of all things
Brown earth, green fields
Salt of the sea, sweet air

Bathala

Each of your emanations

fills a space, fulfills a funciton

By the fullness of which is judged

You shaped us

Raised us from the earth

Endowed us with intellect and spirit
To enrich this world

Intelligence

ecame a plow that mastered the wilderness
Became a boat that breasted the sea
Jecame a flame that banished the darkness

Abundance

Creation overflows

With a portion for each

Needing only to woo it from nature

But a pure and simple life

Is not enough for some

Dazzled by shimmering insatiability
They worship a voracious god

They are dividing up the land

Partitioning the seas and the air

Evicting man and beast

Nothing escapes their lust

They say it’s all for the better, for progress
But all it comes down to is plunder

Bathala

You shaped me

My life issued from this earthen altar
My life is an offering upon it

Bathala

Empower your earth-guardian
That desecrators may be banished
Hear my prayer

So be it

1 Bathala = Creator, Maker, Sower, Diwata.
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SOCIAL ARTISTRY:
DIGNITY, DEVELOPMENT, AND GOVERNANCE

ALEX B. BRILLANTES, JR.

Good governance can lead to dignity and development.
Bad governance can lead to INdignity and UNDERdevelopment

Before you read on, here is a point for reflection:
Based on your knowledge, experience and wisdom what are the major issues, concerns,

challenges and problems confronting DEVELOPMENT or GOVERNANCE today?

DEVELOPMENT

“Development is the progression from a simpler or lower to a more advanced,
mature, or complex form or stage: act of improving by expanding or enlarging or refining;
a process in which something passes by degrees to a different stage especially a more
advanced or mature stage.”

There are competing Classic Paradigms of Growth and Development. The classic
Marxian interpretation is Development of Underdevelopment — that countries develop
at the expense of other countries. Amartya Sen interprets Development as Freedom.
Development efforts may actually lead to underdevelopment, to unequal development or
to maldevelopment. People can be victims of development. But at the end of the day,
we can focus on “Human Centered Development” which emphasizes that Development
is for the Individual, and that the human being is at the center of development. In this

mindset, “Development” is a state where the individual maximizes one’s “potential.”
When one maximizes one’s full potential, one has dignity.

The human-centered paradigm of development emphasizes that it is the sustained
elevation of an entire society and social system towards a better or more human
life. It must represent the entire gamut of change by which an entire social system, tuned
to the diverse basic needs and desires of individuals and social groups within that system,
moves away from a condition of life widely perceived as unsatisfactory and towards a
condition of life regarded as materially and spiritually better (Todaro, 1982)

The condition of life that befits human dignity may be described with these three
“scorecards.”
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The Classic Hierarchy of Needs (Maslow, 1943) lists the needs of the individual as
follows:

Actualization

(morality, creativity,
spontaneity,
problem solving,
lack of prejudie,

acceptance of facts)
Esteem

(Self-esteem, confidence, achievement,
respect of others, respect by others)

Love/ Belonging
(friendship, family, sexual intimacy)
Safety

(security of body, of employment, of resources, of morality,

of the family, of health, of property)
Physiological

(breathing, food, water, sex, sleep, homeostasis)

GLOBAL
The Millennium Development Goals (UNDP, 2000) lists global guideposts for

development as follows:
0 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Achieve universal primary education
Promote gender equality and empowering women
Reduce child mortality
Improve maternal health
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases

Ensure environmental sustainability

o o o o o o o

Develop global partnership for development
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS

The Philippine Local Government Code of 1991 lists services and facilities that

ought to be present in communities as follows:

BASIC SERVICES OF BARANGAYS, MUNICIPALITIES, PROVINCES AND
CITIES IDENTIFIED UNDER SECTION 17 OF THE DECENTRALIZATION
CODE BARANGAY

planting materials distribution system

operation of farm produce collection and buying stations

maintenance of barangay health center and day-care center

Services and facilities related to general hygiene and sanitation,
beautification, and solid waste collection

maintenance of katarungang pambarangay

maintenance of barangay roads and bridges and water supply systems

maintenance of Infrastructure facilities such as multi- purpose hall,
multipurpose pavement, plaza, sports center, and other similar facilities

maintainance of Information and reading center

maintainance of Satellite or public market

MUNICIPALITY

extension and on-site research services and facilities related to agriculture
and fishery activities

dispersal of livestock and poultry, fingerlings, and other seeding materials
for aquaculture

palay, corn, and vegetable seed farms

medicinal plant gardens

fruit tree, coconut, and other kinds of seedling nurseries

demonstration farms

quality control of copra

improvement and development of local distribution channels, preferably
through cooperatives

interbarangay irrigation system

water and soil resource utilization and conservation projects

enforcement of fishery laws in municipal waters including the conservation
of mangroves

pursuant to national policies and subject to supervision, control and review
of the DENR, implementation of community-based forestry projects which
include integrated social forestry programs and similar projects

management and control of communal forests with an area not exceeding
fifty (50) square kilometers

establishment of tree parks, greenbelts, and similar forest development
projects
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subject to the provisions of Title Five, Book | of this Code, health services
which include the implementation of programs and projects on primary
health care, maternal and child care, and communicable and non-
communicable disease control services

access to secondary and tertiary health services

purchase of medicines, medical supplies, and equipment needed to carry
out the services herein enumerated

social welfare services which include programs and projects on child and
youth welfare, family and community welfare, women’s welfare, welfare of
the elderly and disabled persons

community-based rehabilitation programs for vagrants, beggars, street
children, scavengers, juvenile delinquents, and victims of drug abuse

livelihood and other pro-poor projects

nutrition services

family planning services

information services which include investments and job placement
information systems, tax and marketing information systems, and
maintenance of a public library

solid waste disposal system or environmental management system and
services or facilities related to general hygiene and sanitation

municipal buildings, cultural centers, public parks including freedom
parks, playgrounds, and sports facilities and equipment, and other similar
facilities

infrastructure facilities intended primarily to service the needs of the
residents of the municipality and which are funded out of municipal funds
including, but not limited to, municipal roads and bridges

school buildings and other facilities for public elementary and secondary
schools

communal irrigation, small water impounding projects and other similar
projects

fish ports

artesian wells, spring development, rainwater collectors and water supply
systems

seawalls, dikes, drainage and sewerage, and flood control

traffic signals and road signs; and similar facilities

public markets, slaughterhouses and other municipal enterprises

public cemetery

tourism facilities and other tourist attractions, including the acquisition
of equipment, regulation and supervision of business concessions, and
security services for such facilities

Sites for police and fire stations and substations and the municipal jail
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PROVINCE

agricultural extension and on-site research services and facilities which
include the prevention and control of plant and animal pests and diseases

dairy farms, livestock markets, animal breeding stations, and artificial
insemination centers

assistance in the organization of farmers’ and fishermen’s cooperatives
and other collective organizations, as well as the transfer of appropriate
technology

industrial research and development services, as well as the transfer of
appropriate technology

pursuant to national policies and subject to supervision, control and review
of the DENR, enforcement of forestry laws limited to community-based
forestry projects, pollution control law, small-scale mining law, and other
laws on the protection of the environment

mini-hydro electric projects for local purposes

subject to the provisions of Title Five, Book | of this Code, health services
which include hospitals and other tertiary health services

social welfare services which include pro grams and projects on rebel
returnees and evacuees

relief operations

population development services

provincial buildings, provincial jails, freedom parks and other public
assembly areas, and other similar facilities

infrastructure facilities intended to service the needs of the residents of
the province and which are funded out of provincial funds including, but
not limited to, provincial roads and bridges

inter-municipal waterworks, drainage and sewerage, flood control, and
irrigation systems

reclamation projects; and similar facilities

programs and projects for low-cost housing and other mass dwellings,
except those funded by the Social Security System (SSS), Government
Service Insurance System (GSIS), and the Home Development Mutual Fund
(HDMF)

provided, That national funds for these programs and projects shall be
equitably allocated among the regions in proportion to the ratio of the
homeless to the population

investment support services, including access to credit financing

upgrading and modernization of tax information and collection services
through the use of computer hardware and software and other means

inter-municipal telecommunications services, subject to national policy
guidelines

tourism development and promotion programs
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CITY

adequate communication and transportation facilities

support for education, police and fire services and facilities

extension and on-site research services and facilities related to agriculture
and fishery activities

dispersal of livestock and poultry, fingerlings, and other seeding materials
for aquaculture

palay, corn, and vegetable seed farms

medicinal plant gardens

fruit tree, coconut, and other kinds of seedling nurseries

demonstration farms

quality control of copra

improvement and development of local distribution channels, preferably
through cooperatives

interbarangay irrigation system

water and soil resource utilization and conservation projects

enforcement of fishery laws in municipal waters including the conservation
of mangroves

pursuant to national policies and subject to supervision, control and review
of the DENR, implementation of community-based forestry projects which
include integrated social forestry programs and similar projects

management and control of communal forests with an area not exceeding
fifty (50) square kilometers

establishment of tree parks, greenbelts, and similar forest development
projects

subject to the provisions of Title Five, Book | of this Code, health services
which include the implementation of programs and projects on primary
health care, maternal and child care, and communicable and non-
communicable disease control services

access to secondary and tertiary health services

purchase of medicines, medical supplies, and equipment needed to carry
out the services herein enumerated

social welfare services which include programs and projects on child and
youth welfare, family and community welfare, women’s welfare, welfare of
the elderly and disabled persons

community-based rehabilitation programs for vagrants, beggars, street
children, scavengers, juvenile delinquents, and victims of drug abuse

livelihood and other pro-poor projects

nutrition services

family planning services

information services which include investments and job placement
information systems, tax and marketing information systems, and

maintenance of a public library
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solid waste disposal system or environmental management system and
services or facilities related to general hygiene and sanitation

municipal buildings, cultural centers, public parks including freedom
parks, playgrounds, and sports facilities and equipment, and other similar
facilities

infrastructure facilities intended primarily to service the needs of the
residents of the municipality and which are funded out of municipal funds
including, but not limited to, municipal roads and bridges

school buildings and other facilities for public elementary and secondary
schools

communal irrigation, small water impounding projects and other similar
projects

fish ports

artesian wells, spring development, rainwater collectors and water supply
systems

seawalls, dikes, drainage and sewerage, and flood control

traffic signals and road signs; and similar facilities

public markets, slaughterhouses and other municipal enterprises
public cemetery

tourism facilities and other tourist attractions, including the acquisition
of equipment, regulation and supervision of business concessions, and
security services for such facilities

sites for police and fire stations and substations and the municipal jail

VALUES OF DEVELOPMENT

Three core values of development may be used as a conceptual basis and practical
guideline for understanding the inner meaning of development

1. Life sustenance is the capacity to provide the basic needs of food, shelter,
health, protection

2. Self-esteem is a profound sense of self-worth

3. Freedom from servitude is freedom from the ascendancy ignorance, nature,
other men, misery, institutions, and dogmatic beliefs and the ability to choose
with minimal external constraints in the pursuit of goals

Given that development is the state where an individual maximizes his potential, it
is important to ask the question:

“Does the political, social, cultural and economic environment in our community
provide the context and opportunity to fulfill every person’s full potential?”

The political, social, cultural and economic environment are shaped by governance,
which is the delivery of what individuals and society needs. Therefore, the succeeding
questions would be:
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And conversely, can bad governance lead to indignity and underdevelopment?”

Indeed, good governance is the “missing link” between human beings, development
and dignified life.

GOVERNANCE

“Governance is the exercise of political, economic and administrative authority
to manage a nation’s affairs. It is the complex mechanisms, processes, relationships and
institutions through which citizens and groups articulate their interests, exercise their
rights and obligations and mediate their differences.” (UNDP, 1997)

Good governance DEMANDS accountable governments, transparent institutions,
participative mechanisms, predictable environment and innovative and creative leaders at
the national and local levels

Good governance is “ the effective delivery of public goods”.

Good governance has been operationalized through ten fundamental indicators:
(Brillantes, 2003)

Transparency Availability of reliable information. Provision of
appropriate, necessary and relevant information to
stakeholders when needed and upon demand

Participation Partnerships with civil society. Provision of a voice for
all stakeholders in the formal and informal decision-
making process.

Accountability Decision-makers are answerable for their actions and
violators penalized accordingly.

Leadership Provision of clear and strategic long-term vision.
Vision and mission are owned by all and are arrived at
consensually and in a participatory manner.

General Organization Existence of clear organization and management

and Management institutions and processes characterized by absence or
minimum of red tape

Intergovernmental Presence of coordinative relationships (from simple

relations (vertical and sharing of information to activity sharing to clear

horizontal, including delineation of hierarchy between and among national

clustering) and local institutions, or among co-equal levels of
government)

Rule of Law Legal systems in place. Stable and legal framework

fairly and impartially enforced
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Continuity in the Appropriate programs and projects initiated by previous
implementation of administrations are continued after proper evaluation
programs, predictability
and sustainability

Preference for the poor | Availability of local property alleviation programs.
Manifest bias to address the pervading problem of

poverty.
Effective, responsive Basic services, especially those identified under Section
provision of basic 17 of the Code are provided (See Annex 1, Checklist of
services Basic LGU Services)

Bad governance is lack or absence of transparency (“back box”), accountability,
participation, rule of law. It is manifested in corruption (delivery of basic services are
compromised); excessive centralization (“imperial Manila”); absence of rule of law
(“suggestion lights”)

Good Governance is the “missing link.” It is often the missing link between
anti-poverty efforts and poverty reduction. In this way, poor governance has led to
underdevelopment. To overcome poor governance, it is imperative that government,
business and civil society form partnerships. It is also imperative to build capacities and to
strengthen institutions.

Government, Business and Civil Society are the Actors in governance.

There are roles that must be expected from the three actors in governance:

Government is expected to
e enable and facilitate participation from civil society and private sector
¢ provide the legal, regulatory framework; political order
*  provide resources (e.g. technical expertise, infrastructure)
e create an enabling setting — government sometimes can be a disabler
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Business is expected to

e  generate jobs and incomes

e serve as engine of society

*  spur economic development

*  provide complementary, supplementary and alternative delivery systems
Civil Society is expected to

e facilitate political and social interaction

¢ mobilize various groups in society to participate

e provide voice to the inarticulate and the unarticulated

¢ check and balance government power and private sector behavior

e provide alternative delivery systems

When individuals, in their capacity as actors playing roles in government, business
and/or civil society, take the goal of providing the needs which undetlie dignified human
life, the dignity of the individual, through the attainment of one’s full potential, and the
development of society, may be achieved. A change in people’s acceptance of previous
development models towards human-centered development is crucial if we are to
highlight the dignity of the human being. The following features of education are seen to
build the capacities of citizens towards effectively playing their roles in human-centered
governance that effectively highlights human dignity.

FEATURES OF EDUCATION FOR HUMAN-CENTERED DEVELOPMENT

Interdisciplinary and | learning for sustainable development embedded in the
holistic whole curriculum, not as a separate subject

Values-driven it is critical that the assumed norms — the shared values
and principles underpinning sustainable development — are
made explicit so that that can be examined, debated, tested

and applied
Critical thinking and | leading to confidence in addressing the dilemmas and
problem solving challenges of sustainable development
Multi-method word, art, drama, debate, experience, ... different

pedagogies which model the processes. Teaching that is
geared simply to passing on knowledge should be recast
into an approach in which teachers and learners work
together to acquire knowledge and play a role in shaping
the environment of their educational institutions

Participatory learners participate in decisions on how they are to learn
decision-making

Applicability the learning experiences offered are integrated in day to

day personal and professional life
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Locally relevant addressing local as well as global issues, and using the
language(s) which learners most commonly use. Concepts
of sustainable development must be carefully expressed
in other languages — languages and cultures say things
differently, and each language has creative ways of
expressing new concepts

(UNESCO)

SOCIAL ARTISTRY

The 2005 UNDP Social Artistry Field Book defines “Social Artistry” as “a
transformative approach to building leadership capacity that can effectively cultivate the
kind of leaders necessary to facilitate change”. (UNDP, 2005) Its use towards addressing
and resolving development issues such as poverty reduction, gender equality, education,
health, and the environment is attributed to Jean Houston. As a process, the depth and
breadth of contemplation and the creative expressiveness of articulation involved in
social artistry is inherent to indigenous culture and has been employed to address crises
throughout Philippine history.

Specifically, social artistry offers “essential tools to unlock our own unique
possibilities and to claim the distinct gifts we possess on the physical, psychological,
symbolic and spiritual levels of our own being.” (Houston, 2005) Given that “in
Philippine culture, there is an underlying belief in the psychic unity of humanity”

(De Leon, 2006) we can appreciate that Filipinos are naturally predisposed to

these capacities which social artistry is meant to heighten. The need to “gather the
potential genius of every culture” (Houston, 2005) felt in capacity-building in effect
is an encouragement of the need to uphold and propagate the “magical and mystical
worldview of the Filipino” (De Leon, 2006) by addressing the physical, psychological,
symbolic, and spiritual levels of capacity-building;

In order to understand their own motivations and expectations and be clear about
values, citizens must tap into their depths of spiritual awareness, rational logic, and
creative thinking to develop a wide range of their human capacities. (Houston, 2005)
Values, attitudes, motivations, and skills emerge from the matrix of culture, which is “the
unique totality of world view, values, belief systems, knowledge, skills and practices, core
principles and ideas shared by a society,” (Houston, 2005) hence the intimate relationship
between values and culture.

Appropriating social artistry as an approach to values formation flows with the
suggested integration of “behavioral techniques which are intended to increase sensitivity
to social equity and client welfare which must suit the Filipino psyche and temperament”
(Pilar) to complement highly scientific, rational and mathematical training tools for
human resource development. In government, the widespread interest in the reinvention
of governance sets an opportune moment for introducing such socio-emotional
processes to effect a passion for nurturing lives. In business, the thrust towards civic
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social responsibility provides context for facilitating the desire to infuse resources into
human capacity building. For civil society, the much sought after empowerment of the
citizenry creates a need for a basic and relevant orientation on development. In the
academe, the introduction of mandatory citizenship education implies the necessity of
exploring effective approaches to building this new field of study. Sensitizing techniques
are expected to “advance the values of relevance, social equity, and social welfare and
seeks to evolve administrative behavior that is sensitive to emotions, conflicts and risks.
Such are perceived as “antidote to bureaucratic insensibility and non-responsiveness.”
With unfeeling policy implementation no longer considered relevant to effectiveness

of mandate, and governance increasingly perceived to be a shared function of all in

society, exploring the institutionalization of social artistry in human resource development
through the academe, business, civil society and government comes at an opportune time.

By seeking to transform the inner life of Filipinos towards becoming Social Artists,
perhaps the results of efforts towards poverty alleviation and corruption eradication will
begin to manifest in the celebration of the human dignity of every Filipino.
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OVERCOMING POVERTY WITH SOCIAL ARTISTRY:
ART WHOSE CANVAS IS SOCIETY

ANTONIO MELOTO

Any meaningful effort to develop the country must first consider the need for
respect and restoration of those at the bottom of the heap. Our people are trapped in
what many call the vicious cycle of poverty. I call this the 5 S’ of sustainable poverty —
squatter, shanty, slum, survival, subsistence. A human being has no security as an informal
settler, or a squatter. He lives a low standard and quality of life in a shanty. He can take
no pride in living in a slum. He tends to acquire and adopt predatory behavior in a
survival environment. His work productivity is low, with little motivation to improve work
in a subsistence economy, what we call in the vernacular — “isang kahig, isang tuka” (one
scratch, one peck).

At a Centennial Lecture Series on Poverty at the University of the Philippines,
Arsenio Balisacan noted that poverty reached its highest level in 2006, with 32%, or
27 million, of the 84 million Filipinos living in poverty. The incidence of poverty has
increased since 2003, when, ironically, 2003-2006 is perceived as a period of respectable
economic performance. “Hampas lupa” (trampled to the ground) and “patay gutom” (in
chronic hunger) are faces of the Filipinos many of our politicians in the gated villages do
not know.” 70% of our people in the countryside are landless. 40% of them are squatters
in slum urban areas. Most of the students in public schools are squatters living in slums.
We must break this pattern.

“What can we do for our country” is the question ringing in the hearts of many
Filipinos today. I suggest three points of action. First let us give the poor the gift of
respect, not just pity and dole out. Second let us give them the gift of dreams, real hope
that they can see, aspirations that they can reach. Finally, we must share with them the
gift of excellence. A nation will prosper if its brightest and most successful citizens
will generously share their talent and resources with majority of the population who are
underdeveloped because of poverty and historical neglect. If we want the Philippines to
rise soon, we must all fall madly in love with our country, lavish her with affection, delight
in her beauty, and take pride in her achievements.

THE GIFT OF RESPECT

It defies simple human logic why this country shall remain poor while our Asian
neighbors are achieving rapid growth, when our land is richer and our people are more
gifted than most of them. Poverty is behavioral and spiritual, we have compromised
our values and lost our integrity as a people. I am just an” ordinary Filipino in search of

answers why my country is poor and a Catholic wondering why my people are corrupt.
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Even with my limited understanding, it is clear to me that the lack of conviction in putting
faith into action has led to the inequity in wealth, inequality in status and the long history
of injustice that has made our country the most corrupt and one of the poorest in Asia.

If we are a weak nation it must be because we are a weak people with nominal faith,
lacking in character and moral conviction. A weak people elect corrupt leaders who use
immoral power for personal gain, who impose their will on the weak majority with the
use of force and violence. Corruption, greed, and violence that cause poverty are social
ills that define us as a nation. The Filipino has become his own worst enemy. We have
cultivated behavioral aberrations and cultural patterns that make it difficult for us to cut
the cycle of poverty and remove corruption. However, while it is important to be vigilant
in pointing out injustice and wrongdoing, we are called to just as vigorously to honor the
good and the right that have been done. We need to consciously extol kindness, generosity,
hard work and heroism until these qualities become second nature to us. Giving respect
to the helpless poor begins with recognizing their right to live in dignity as human beings
by addressing the social injustices committed against them for over three centuries with
our kindness, generosity, hard work and heroism towards enabling them to have their own
homes

THE GIFT OF DREAMS, ASPIRATIONS AND HOPE

We are smart, we know what is wrong with us, yet we can’t seem to use our genius
to lift ourselves out of our collective misery and shame over poverty. This is at the root
of our problem of poverty. It is not about the poor being hopeless — because they have
long learned to cope with hopelessness. What is alarming is the hopelessness that has
seeped into the psyche and spirit of the rich, the educated and the working middle class.
Many are leaving and their children are also thinking of leaving. It seems, the greatest
tragedy that we are experiencing now is that our people have lost their capacity to dream.
We are losing the critical sector that have the aspirations, the drive and the expertise to
lead the majority who do not have the confidence nor the resources to initiate change.
Humor, sarcasm and cynicism have become our common outlet for personal and societal
frustration and helplessness.

It is imperative that we must have hope. But hope can be like a mirage. There is
a very thin line between hope and escapism. Hope can bring people into fantasy. And
this is where many Filipinos are - a new breed who are hooked on telenovelas, Wowowee
and Pinoy Big Brother, and whose daughters have embraced the Sex Bomb dancers as
their icons and their way out of poverty. Real hope must have basis. Hope must be
seen. Hope must be felt. Hope must be smelled. Hope must be planted on the ground.
Hope must be shared. Hope must be passed on to our children. Hope is best seen,
felt, smelled, and shared with tangible testimonies of action. 1500 communities built
by Filipinos for the poorest Filipinos after only three years has spread the virus of hope

across sectors. Hope is a powerful force that invites transformation. It can be powerful
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enough for thieves to stop stealing, for the lazy to work, to transform ugly slums into

beautiful communities.

The yearning for a better life and better times in the Philippines must be matched
with a clear, sincere and grand vision that will inspire our citizens to work together for
the greater good. The good news is that many want to help. Institutional collaborations
among academe, business, civil society, government and Filipinos abroad, as well as
individual contributions to put communities on the ground testify to the great things
that can be accomplished with unified aspirations and action. We have shown how
Filipinos here and abroad have the brains and the talent to do it. If we offer our collective
excellence to uplift the poor, this will be a beautiful country where no one is in need and
every Filipino will be proud. '

THE GIFT OF EXCELLENCE

Many of us are concerned over what is happening now although our reactions and
responses may vary. How can an ordinary Filipino contribute towards the realization
of the dream of our people to rise out of poverty? Traditionally, everyone looks to big
business and government for answers. I am no businessman nor am I in government yet
I represent the vast majority of Filipinos who also have the power to change this country.
It is important for us to connect, have a shared vision, have confidence and trust in one
another and faith in our institutions. We need to move forward as a nation.

Like Rizal, we must liberate our country from the “matapobre” mentality of
Dona Victorina to build an egalitarian society and a caring culture where rich and poor
live together peacefully in inclusive communities. Dr. Felipe de Leon, in his paper Dona
Victorina Syndrome and Philippine Underdevelopment, notes how the underdevelopment
of Philippine society is fundamentally rooted in the chronic loss of Filipino self-esteem
and dis-unity due to centuries of colonization and mis-education. ~ He notes that doubt
in the Filipino capacity for achievement, especially among the elites, causes blind
dependence on foreign goods, concepts, techniques, approaches, and expertise (incurring a
considerable drain on our economy).

We, therefore, need to have a unifying brand- our goodness and genius as a people.
We have shown, by putting 1500 communities on the ground to replace slum dwellings,
how government, business, civil society and the international community, without
competing with anyone or bringing anyone down, but simply by working with everyone
without talking politics, can serve the best interests of the poor. Most importantly, we
have shown the way to address the problem of poverty at its core: landlessness.

Giving land to the landless, homes to the homeless, food to the hungry is the first
step towards restoring human dignity, which is a natural building block for breeding

excellence. I recall a particular visit to Gawad Kalinga Baseco last December that made
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me realize the profound value of giving hope to the poor by giving them homes that are
their own. Upon entering one of the first of nearly a thousand homes we had already
built in the area for fire victims, I was overwhelmed by the beautiful interior that I saw
— tiled floors, glass-topped furniture and a fragrant toilet. I remember just a year earlier
moving the family from a shanty made of plastic, rusted GI sheets and old wood from
the nearby canal. I asked the mother of the house, Malou, who now looked clean and
confident, what brought about the dramatic change in such a short time. Instead of
telling me that she and her husband are now working and earning, which they are, she
simply said “Kasi ginawa mo kaming disente Tito. .. binigyan mo kami ng pag-asa.” (You made
us decent Tito, you gave us hope.) In simple language she was telling me a fundamental
principle - that economic activities and benefits are natural consequences when the poor
start to dream and to work for that dream.

In the same community, no major crime was reported last year among the over
5,000 residents compared to the 28 murders and homicides reported in 2003, the year
before we entered the area. Values are put on the ground even before the houses are built.
Responsibility, accountability and stewardship are effects of an occupancy agreement
of no gambling and no vices. This is because 90 % of criminals are men. With loss of
dignity, loss of productivity, and loss of nobility brought about by the cycle of poverty,
men’s strengths are channeled towards vice, resulting in a culture of abuse. A decent and
peaceful environment provides the right setting for people to dream bigger and work
harder. Hope does not only trigger productivity, it brings peace.

What I have just described is beginning to appear as the pattern of development in
over 850 communities we are currently building and the 7000 communities that we hope
to build by 2010. The values that we teach are planted on the ground in relation to the
goal of building a dignified community for all. Respect for life, respect for property, the
bayanihan spirit and working for the collective good are pillars of community life. As a
result, we have observed how grades of students went up, without intervention, simply
by living these values everyday, thus illustrating how values need to be taught in relation to
a goal, and are reinforced simply by the effects of living these values.

Another interesting observation was made over a three-year study by students of
the UP School of Economics at a Gawad Kalinga site in Quezon City. Average income
went down due to the loss of income from scavenging and begging. However, perceived
poverty did not increase, and instead also went down. Spending on food increased
as spending on vices decreased. The incidence of health problems went down as the
nutrition index went up. Stories like these inspire more and more people to participate
in building dignified communities for the poor. Seeing the result of having changed the
slum environment for dreams to flourish continuously attracts the convergence of kindred
spirits from government organizations, NGO’s and ordinary Filipinos here and abroad

who love this country and have not given up and who will pursue change passionately
following the path of peace.
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The goal to restore human dignity by building 7000 communities to give homes to
the poorest Filipinos is ambitious, but the good news is that we have the resources to
address landlessness and homelessness. Consider these three points:

(1) There is enough land to “un-squat” the squatters, also known as informal
settlers, in this country. '

(2) There is enough money from government and the private sector to build
3 million simple, sturdy, concrete homes for the poorest Filipinos living in
shanties today.

(3) There is enough human resources to build these homes.

Without a doubt, if we offer our collective excellence to uplift the poor, this will be
a beautiful country where no one is in need and every Filipino will be proud.

BUILDING A CULTURE OF GOOD CITIZENSHIP
TO TRANSFORM POVERTY

The problems that besiege the poorest Filipinos are deeply rooted in the system
of national governance wh